MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
The year 751 saw the alliance of the Carolingians with the
Papacy. It was planned under Zacharias and completed under
Stephen II. Before the situation could be completely reversed the
last thread that connected the Pope with the Empire had to be
broken, for so long as it existed the Papacy was forced to remain,
in defiance of its nature, a Mediterranean power. It doubtless would
have remained a Mediterranean power if Islam had not robbed it
of Africa and Spain. But Germany, in the North, was now of
greater significance.
Still, tradition was so powerful that if by some impossibility the
Emperor could have driven out the Lombards, the Pope would have
remained faithful to him. But in 749, with the appearance of Aistulf,
the Lombards resumed their policy of conquest.
In 751 they seized Ravenna, and this time they remained per-
manently in possession of the city. Rome could no longer evade
her fate. In 752 Aistulf's army was before the walls. Only immediate
assistance could save the city, Stephen began by imploring help
of the Iconoclast. He begged him to come with an army and save
the city of Rome.1 But Constantine V contented himself with
sending an embassy to the Lombards. Aistulf received it, but
refused to make any concession. Pope Stephen II then appealed
to Pippin for assistance, but before talcing this decisive step he
himself went to Pavia, where he besought Aistulf to renounce his
conquests. Having suffered a rebuff, he left for the court of Pippin,
where he arrived in January 754.
The inevitable had come to pass at last. The tradition which
Pippin had broken in 751 was abandoned three years later by the
Pope himself.
4. The New Empire
Thus, in 754, Stephen II found himself in those extremae occidentis
regiones to which Gregory II had pointed the way in 729. What
had he come to do there? To implore protection for Rome, since
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